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from one to another, and perhaps to renew the con-
tract as often as he their instructor thought fit.

But be that how it will, it is certain the Devil
must be aggressor, in all ages of this art. He knew
well enough how to break in upon them, how to
show himself, and make his appearances to them as
often as he thought fit; and could begin it, or re-
new it, how, and whenever he pleased. But the
case was quite different on their side, for nobody
knew how to come at him. they did not so much
as know him when they saw him, or know where he
lived, where he kept his residence; how to go to
him, or send to him ; or, in a word, to have any
correspondence with him, but just as he thought fit
to enter into a familiarity with them, and give them
methods and rules by which they should obtain
audience of him, when, and as often as they had oc-
casion.

This being the case, it is not to be wondered that
the Devil, and those men of craft, became acquainted
very soon in the world; for the Devil is too dili-
gent to neglect his own affairs any longer than till
they were ripe for his agitation.

Having then brought all the southsaying and
magic of the first ages as it were within his own
management, and established a correspondence with
the wise men of the most early times, we are next
to examine how it proceeded, and what progress it
made: and in making this inquiry, it comes di-
rectly in my way to tell you a very unhappy truth;
namely, that the clergy of those times seem to me
to be the first conjurers, and dealers with the
Devil; and so in all the subsequent times, and in
all or most of the distant nations of the world ; I
mean next immediately after those Egyptian pro-
ficients.

I hope our most reverend and right reverend of
the sacerdotal order in these days, and in this wise